probable outcome of the case seemed to be expulsion from school.
The history was obtained from the mother, the father, the family physician and the school principal, interviewed separately. In order to understand Martin's personality difficulty it is necessary to see him in his family setting.
On the paternal side the grandparents were born in Russia, of Jewish parents. The grandfather came to America in 18G3. He made an initial success in the wholesale liquor business, later broken up by a disagreement with his partner. He tried two other business ventures, neither very successful, and continued to work until his death at the age of sixty-eight, of a heart attack, llis wife was also born in llussia. She died at the age of thirty-eight, in childbirth, when Martin's father was fifteen years old. The father is the oldest of their four children. His two sisters are married and appear normally adjusted. His brother, forty-two, a civil engineer, has a long history of mental disease. His condition is paranoid; he has twice tried to kill his wife and has had many years of hospitalization, but is now paroled and maintaining himself in a distant city.
The maternal grandfather, a man of comfortable income, died four years ago of heart failure. He reported a fondness for reading, movies, and construction work with his father's carpenter tools, with a preference especially for the construction work. He plays little with other children but has picked out for special attention, two "bad boys, one four and a half years old, and a boy at school who insists on the patient's bringing him money. The younger boy is evidently a flagrantly "hardboiled" child from Martin's description of his behavior.
Martin said he believed it was wrong to take things. He admitted taking "a penny or two" from everyone at home except his father. "That," he said, "isn't stealing."
He spoke of the adults in the home very frankly. His 
